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      MINUTES OF THE FRIENDS OF THE KAMINSKI HOUSE ANNUAL MEETING  

April 24, 2014 
 
The annual meeting of the Friends of the Kaminski House was held Thursday, April 24, 
2014, at 5:30 PM at the Stewart Parker House, 1019 Front Street, Georgetown, SC.  
 
Elaine Waddell, President, called the meeting to order as Chairman and Robin Gabriel 
acted as Recording Secretary for the meeting. Ms. Waddell announced and that the 
meeting, having been duly convened, was ready to proceed with business at 5:40 PM. 
 
Ms. Gabriel certified that with proxies and attendees counted, the requirements of the 
by-laws were met and that any business conducted or votes taken were official.  
 
President’s Report – Ms. Waddell gave a brief overview of the Friends of the Kaminski 
House activities since they took over the daily operations of the museum on July 1, 
2013. She complimented the board and the staff for working well together and making 
things happen in a very special way. Among the things that have been accomplished 
were the hiring of Executive Director Robin Gabriel and Assistant Director Kim 
Leatherwood. Other staff hired were a part-time curatorial assistant to keep the 
Kaminski House as well as the Stewart-Parker House clean and a part-time visitor 
services associate to work on Saturdays. Volunteers grew from 7 people to 20 in the 
past ten months and Ms. Waddell expressed appreciation for all the time that each 
volunteer gave to the museum. Ms. Waddell mentioned that we can always use more 
volunteers and asked the audience to spread the word.  
 
Ms. Waddell listed a few of the accomplishments over the past ten months:  

 Redecorating Julia’s Past & Presents gift shop 

 Clearing brush from the grounds 

 Adding sod to the lawn of the Kaminski House 

 Having collection furniture repaired 

 Refurbishing the pool 

 Getting QuickBooks up and running 

 Designing a new web site 

 Conducting an inventory of the contents of the Kaminski House 

 Patching and painting in the Kaminski House 

 And a host of other projects 
 

Ms. Waddell went on to say that the most important component in making the past 
year a success was that it had been a team effort. Many people helped to make it a 
success. 
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Ms. Waddell stated that what has been accomplished this past year pales in comparison 
to the tasks that lie ahead. She went on to say that the Friends plan to undertake major 
improvements to the property that will take more than time and elbow grease. It will 
take a solid commitment to making the Kaminski house sound and whole again. She 
went on to mention the brick removal project, the need for a new HVAC system, mold 
and mildew removal, repair of windows, and the refurbishing of the interior that will of 
necessity follow the structural and system repairs. Ms. Waddell went on to solicit the 
support of the Friends through memberships and donations. She elaborated on 
potential funding for the projects coming from corporations, foundations and grants, 
but also emphasized that the Friends need to continue to care about the Kaminski 
House Museum, about the legacy, the history and the future of this wonderful property 
that is in our care. She asked people to make an investment in the future of the 
Kaminski House. 
 
Ms. Waddell concluded her comments by thanking everyone for coming and for helping 
to ensure that the Kaminski House Museum remains the historic jewel and valuable 
asset to the Georgetown area and the Low Country that we have all come to love.  
 
Treasurer’s Report – Ms. Schwartz passed out copies of the Profit & Loss Budget 
Performance for July, 2013 – March 2014 and explained how the budget was created 
based upon numbers from the City’s former budget as well as from numbers from the 
Friends’ first six months of operations. She stated that the budget is closely monitored 
by staff and board members and that we are currently ahead of budget for the year.  
 
Update on Brick Project – Ms. Hills stated that this was the third year of her reporting on 
this project and that she was looking forward to it being the last report since the project 
will be completed before the next annual meeting. She gave a quick overview of the 
project, explaining that the brick façade on the Kaminski House is acting like a sponge 
which is wicking water and moisture into the house. The Friends have raised money 
through grants and donations to remove the brick façade and no City of Georgetown 
money will be used on the project. After the brick is removed an assessment will need 
to be made regarding the condition of the underlying clapboard. Ms. Hills reported that 
a mechanical engineer recently visited the house and will be turning in a report with 
suggestions on what kind of an HVAC system will be needed for the Kaminski House. 
 
Election of Board Members – Mr. Philips, as chair of the nominating committee reported 
that three board seats were about to become vacant (Ms. Doris Dawson, Ms. Marcia 
Kaminski, and Mr. Chris Miller).  He announced the slate of candidates for the open 
positions, Ms. Kaminski, Mr. Miller, and Ms. Rebecca Lammonds and moved that the 
slate of candidates be accepted. The motion was seconded by Merit Justice and passed 
unanimously. A motion to close nominations was made by Nathan Kaminski and 
seconded by Mason Daley. A vote was taken and candidates were elected unanimously.  
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Question and Answer Period – Mr. Philips recognized Ms. Eleanor Parker and Ms. Ann 
Harrington as members of The National Society of Colonial Dames of America in the 
State of South Carolina (the owners of the Stewart-Parker House). 
 
Nathalie Mathews asked what the City of Georgetown expects of the partnership with 
the Friends of the Kaminski House. A brief explanation of the Cooperative Agreement 
between the City and the Friends was given. The City is the owner of the Kaminski 
House and the Friends of the Kaminski House operate the Kaminski House, Julia’s Past & 
Presents gift shop, and the Stewart-Parker House on a daily basis. It was explained that 
the funding for operations currently come from the City Hospitality and 
Accommodations Tax and that the Friends will work to reduce their dependence on the 
City support over time. The Oversight Committee (made up of the President of the 
Friends, the President of the Georgetown County Historical Society, and the Mayor of 
Georgetown) makes sure that the Trustee (the City) maintains the Kaminski House. 
 
Virginia Skinner commented on the history of the City accepting the gift of the Kaminski 
House from Julia Kaminski. Ms. Skinner’s mother was on City Council at that time and 
worked hard to get City Council accept the gift.  
 
Liz Forrester commented that she would like to see the Friends of the Kaminski House 
work with other museums in town to create joint programs.  Ms. Waddell assured her 
that this was indeed in our plans.  
 
Other Business – Ms. Waddell announced that the Friends were pleased to report that 
Anderson Brothers Bank has graciously agreed to sponsor the Made in the Shade 
Concert and Lecture Series for this year. The first concert will be on May 4th at 3 PM on 
the Kaminski House Lawn. The Long Bay Symphony Youth Symphony will be performing. 
 
Ms. Waddell also announced that all memberships will renew on July 1, 2014 and 
members will be getting a renewal letter in the mail before then. 
 
A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Susan Lumpkin and was seconded by Mr. Philips. 
It was unanimously accepted and the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 PM. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by:  

 
 

Robin Gabriel, Recording Secretary 
 
 
 
 


